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Discovery of Palceolithic Flint Implements in Upper Egypt 

BY PROF. HENRY W. HAYNES, 



Presented January 12, 1881. 



Henry BrugscH; in the last edition of his " History of Egypt under the Pha- 
raohs/' which has appeared during the present year, asserts that " Egypt throws 
scorn upon the assumed periods of the three ages of stone, of bronze, and of iron." ^ 
So also the late Aug. Mariette,^ the successful explorer of the antiquities of Egypt, 
and M. Chabas,^ one of the most eminent of their interpreters, while admitting that 
flints bearing evident traces of human workmanship have been found in that country, 
ahke deny that such objects must necessarily be assigned to a very remote period, 
claiming that stone implements were used by its inhabitants during historic times. 
Lepsius,^ the most eminent living Egyptologist, even goes so far as to refuse to 
allow the human origin of the numerous broken flints found in that country, main- 
taining that they have been produced solely by natural causes. These eminent 
authorities have persisted in their incredulity, notwithstanding the fact that M. Ar- 
celin,^ so far back as February, 1869, had announced that he had discovered in the 
Nile Valley flint implements resembling those found in Western Europe ; and later 
in the same year Dr. Hamy ^ and M. Lenormant, and subsequently the Abbe Richard,"^ 
had reported similar discoveries in the same region. Sir John Lubbock,^ also, who had 
made a journey to Egypt in 1873, for the purpose of forming an independent judg- 

1 History of Egypt, chap. iii. 

2 Notice des Prin. Mon. du Musee k Boiilaq, p. 81. Materiaux pour THist. Prim. — et Nat. de rHomme, Vol. IX. p. 17, 
and Vol. XIV. p. 43. 

8 fetudes sur TAnt. Hist. d'Apres les Sources Egypt., pp. 330, 337. 

4 Materiaux, Vol. IX. p. 16. Zeitschrift f. Aegypt. Sprache & Alt. 1870, pp. 89, 113. 

5 Materiaux, Vol. V. p. 136. L'Industrie Prim, en lEgypte, Eapp. au Min. d' Instruction, Juin 26, 1869. 
« Materiaux, Vol. VI. p. 27. ^ Ibid., p. 248. 

8 Jour, of the Anthrop. Inst, of Great Britain, Vol. IV. p. 215. 
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ment upon the question after inspecting the localities, had been even more successful 
than his predecessors, and had published an account of his discoveries in that country, 
illustrated by several plates, one of which represents three implements that may fairly 
be regarded as of the palaeolithic type. 

There has been a good deal of discussion in several scientific bodies in regard to 
the legitimate conclusions to be drawn from these different discoveries, with the gen- 
eral result, that, owing to the comparatively limited number and extent of such finds, 
the existence in Egypt of the ^' stone age," and especially of the palaeolithic age, 
has either been absolutely denied, or the question has been considered as a still 
unsettled problem. This circumstance has been much dwelt upon by the opponents 
of the belief in "the antiquity of man," who ask for an explanation of how it happens 
that the " stone age " should fail to make its appearance in the oldest country, in 
regard to which we possess direct historic information.^ 

In this condition of the question, I determined to take advantage of a visit to 
Egypt, in the winter of 1877-78, to make a thorough investigation of the subject. 
It was my good fortune soon to discover an atelier of worked flints in the desert a few 
miles east of Cairo, not far from the Red Mountain, on the road to the " Petrified 
Forest." Here I found a few examples of axes of the St. Acheul type, made from 
water-worn flint pebbles, still retaining some portion of their original surface. Flint 
does not occur in situ in this locality. From this station I also secured quite a number 
of scrapers, lance-heads, knives, etc. 

Afterwards I made several visits to the hot sulphur springs at Helouan, in the 
desert, on the east bank of the Nile, about fifteen miles south of Cairo. In this place, 
Dr. Reil, the director of the bathing establishment here situated, had discovered, in 
1872, numerous worked flints, generally of minute size and of quite peculiar types. 
Dr. Jukes Brown, in the winter of 1877, also discovered similar objects here, which he 
described and figured in a communication to the Anthropological Institute on May 
18, 1878.^ At this place I, too, was fortunate enough to find numerous specimens of 
the same types, which have been regarded as almost peculiar to this locality, since 
they had never been met with elsewhere, with the exception of a few similar ones 
discovered by M. Riviere in the caves of Mentone, in the south of France. 

Some weeks later I went up the Nile, and as a hotel had just been opened for the 
first time at Luxor, the site of ancient Thebes, " of the hundred gates," I was able to 
remain in that locality more than six weeks. This gave me the opportunity of making 

1 Southall, The Recent Origin of Man, pp. 20, 31. The Epoch of the Mammouth, p. 4. 

2 Jour, of the Anthrop. Inst., Vol. VII. p. 396. 
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much more careful and extended search for prehistoric remains than had been enjoyed 
by any who had previously looked for them. I searched the region thoroughly on 
both sides of the Nile, for distances as great as it was possible to cover in journeys of 
one day's length. The valley here is bounded on each side by hills of tertiary lime- 
stone, filled with layers of flint, on the flanks of which the present surface soil rests 
without any intervening pleistocene deposits. On the western side these hills are 
pierced by numerous dry ravines, or wadys, through which the sands of the Libyan 
Desert make their way down towards the cultivable strip of alluvial soil on the bank 
of the river. Although Upper Egypt is a rainless region, still occasionally — perhaps 
once in twenty years — heavy rains occur, and great torrents tear their way down these 
wadys into the Nile. In the bottom of such ravines, and sometimes on the summits 
of the elevated plateaux of the hills, after long-continued and most laborious search- 
ing, I was rewarded by finding several specimens of palaeolithic axes of the true St. 
Acheul type. I found, besides, innumerable examples of all the different objects that 
are commonly met with in other countries in which the existence of the " stone age " 
is regarded as established. Such were nuclei, disks, scrapers, piercers, lance-heads, 
arrow-points, knives, flakes, etc., together with some forms that were quite novel. All 
these, without exception, had been fabricated by the process of chipping. I have, 
indeed, seen polished stone implements that had been discovered in Egypt, but I 
have never myself found a single one there. Quite a number of objects were met 
with in the desert, on the east bank of the river ; but the valley on this side is so 
much Avider, that I was not able to reach the hills in one day and have sufficient time 
left for searching. Pleistocene deposits do not occur in the Nile Valley, so far as I 
am aware, although they are reported to exist in various parts of the adjacent desert 
of the Sahara. Quite recently, fine specimens of quartzite implements of the St. 
Acheul type have been placed in the Museum of St. Germain, which were brought 
back by M. Rabourdin, who came upon not less than eighteen sites of the manufacture 
of stone implements in the course of his explorations of the Sahara. But in the valley 
of the Nile it is only in such spots as those in which I obtained these implements 
that we can hope to find now any relics of the " stone age.'' Most traces of early 
man in Egypt must necessarily, at the present time, lie buried under hundreds of 
feet of Nile mud, the accumulation of the annual inundations of the river for count- 
less ages. 

The first notice of my discovery was contained in a note to the article, already 
referred to, by Dr. Jukes Brown in the "Journal of the Anthropological Institute" 
for May, 1878. His information was obtained from a gentleman who had seen my 



360 DISCOVERY OF PALAEOLITHIC FLINT IMPLEMENTS IN UPPER EGYPT. 

collection at Luxor. The objects themselves I brought to Paris, and at the request 
of M. de Mortillet, who had charge of the anthropological department of the great 
French Exposition of that year, I placed a selection from them on exhibition there, 
for which a medal and a diploma were awarded to me.^ I also presented some of them 
at the meeting of the Societe d' Anthropologic de Paris, held on October 10, 1878, at 
which time I gave a brief statement of the circumstances under which they were 
found.^ M. de Mortillet has since spoken of my discovery in an article in the 
" Eevue d' Anthropologic," ^ copied into the " Materiaux," * and translated for the 
" Popular Science Monthly " for April, 1879. I have myself also referred to it in an 
article upon " The Fossil Man," in the " Popular Science Monthly " of last July, but 
hitherto I have not published any designs of the objects. 

The late Dr. F. Mook, whom I guided to a locality where he found certain imple- 
ments, has recently published a work, illustrated by several plates, in which he makes 
the statement that I " have no objects differing from those figured by him ; " ^ but it 
will be seen upon comparison that this is not the case. 

May not the discovery of this large quantity of flint implements, including several 
of the most ancient type known, of which some threescore select specimens are here 
delineated, be fairly claimed to have settled the vexed question of the existence of the 
^^ stone age " in Egypt ? 

1 Catalogue Spec, des Sciences Anthrop., p. 80. 

2 Bulletin de la Soc. d' Anthrop., Trois. Ser., T. III., JuUl. 1878, p. 339. 

3 Sec. Ser., Vol. II., Jan. 1879, p. 115. 

4 Vol. XIV. p. 44. 

s Aegyptens Vormetallische Zeit von F. Mook, Wiirzburg, 1880, p. 27. 
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PLATE 4. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES. 



All the objects are represented of their natural size. 
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Fig. 2. 
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PLATE I. 

Axe, type of St. Acheul. Luxor. Desert on the 

left bank of the Nile. 
Same (broken). Same locality. 
Same. Showing at the top the natural surface of the 

pebble from which it was made. Vicinity of the 

" Red Mountain," near Cairo. 
Disk. Luxor. Left bank. 
Same. Showing the natural surface of the pebble 

from which it was made. Same locality. 

PLATE 11. 

Axe, type of St. Acheul. Luxor. Desert on the 
left bank of the Nile. 

Same. Same locality. 

Same. Luxor. From the plateau overlooking the 
*' Tombs of the Kings." 

Same. Luxor. Left bank. 

Same. Same locality. 

Same. Showing at the top the natural surface of 
the pebble from which it was made. Same local- 
ity. 



Fig. 
Fig. 
Fig. 
Fig. 



PLATE in. 



Luxor. Desert 



Rectangular Chopper, novel type, 
on the left bank of the Nile. 

Triangular axe, type of St. Acheul. Same locality. 

Axe, type of St. Acheul. Same localit}^ 

Hatchet, very rude, merely chipped pebble. Vicin- 
ity of the " Red Mountain," near Cairo. 

Same. Same locality. 

Axe, type of St. Acheul. Luxor. Left bank. 

Oval axe, type of St. Acheul. Same locality. 

PLATE IV. 

Knife, resembling specimens in the museums of 
Turin, Leyden, and the Historical Society of 
New York. Supposed to have been used in 
embalming. Luxor. Desert on the left bank 
of the Nile. 

Lance-head, type of Le Moustier. Luxor. Tombs 
of the Kings. 

Knife. Luxor. Left bank. 

Same. Same locality. 

Axe, type of St. Acheul. Same locality. 

Knife. Same locality. 

Chopper, type of Le Moustier. Luxor. Vicinity 
of the Temple of Medinet Aboo. 
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PLATE V. 

Rectangular hatchet, novel type. Luxor. Desert 

on the left bank of the Nile. 
Hatchet, with cutting edge produced by a series of 

lateral blows, novel type. Same locality. 
Axe, type of St. Acheul. Same locality. 
Oval axe, type of St. Acheul. Same locality. 
Same. Same locality. 

Novel object, use unknown. Same locality. 
Lance-head (beautifully worked). Same locality. 
Lance-head, different shape. Same locality. 
Shoe-shaped scraper. Same locality. 
Small hatchet, edge produced in same manner as 

in Fig. 2. Luxor. Vicinity of the Rameseum. 
Hatchet or knife. Luxor. Left bank. 
Same. Same locality. 

PLATE VI. 

Chopper, type of Le Moustier. Luxor. Desert on 

the left bank of the Nile. 
Scraper. Same locality. 
Same. Same locality. 

Lance-head, type of Le Moustier. Same locality. 
Hatchet (the broken edge-portion). Vicinity of the 

"Red Mountain," near Cairo. 
Scraper (?). Novel type. Luxor. Left bank. 
Hatchet. Same locality. 
Chopper, type of Le Moustier. Same locality. 
Triangular hatchet. Same locality. 
Nucleus. Same locality. 
Same. Vicinity of the *'Red Mountain," near 

Cairo. 

PLATE VII. 

Arrow-head. Luxor. Desert on the right bank of 
the Nile. 

Same (broken). Same locality. 

Same. Same locality. 

Same. Same locality. 

Flake, with hollow probably produced by rounding 
arrow-shafts. Same locality. 

Scraper. Luxor. Left bank. 

Same. Vicinity of the '*Red Mountain," near 
Cairo. 

Same. Luxor. Left bank. 

Hatchet. Same locality. 
. Same. Helouan. 
. Nucleus. Same locality. 
. Same. Same locality. 
. Same. Luxor. Left bank. 



